SERMON 

Preach'd  before  the  Right  W  orftupful 

The  Court  of  ALDERMEN, 

AT  THE 

Cathedral  Church  of  $*?<*«/,  London; 

On  Monday,  January  31.  1 70;. 
BEING 

The  Anniverfary  of  the  Martyrdom 
of  King  Charles  I. 


By  George  Smalrid ge,  D.  D. 
DV  N  COM  BE  Mayor. 

Mortis^  viii.  die  Februarii^  1708.  Annoq\  JR.  Regin* 
ANNiE,  Magn&  BritannU,  &c  Seftimo. 

T His  Court  dothdeflre  Dt.Smalridge  to  Print 
his  SERMON  preached  at  the  Cathedral  I 
Church  of  St.  Paul,  on  Monday  the  Thirty-Firft  of 
i  January  laft,  being  the  Anniverfary  Faft  for  the, 
Murder  of  King  Charles  I.  GIBSON. 

London^rintcA  by  G.J.  for  Jonah  Bowyer, 
at  the  Rofe  in  Ludgate-Strect.     1709. 


j  To  the  Right  HonHc  Sir  Charles  Buncomhe^ 
Lord-Mayor  of  London,  and  to  the  Court- 
,    of  Aldermen. 


I 


Right  Honourable, 

THat  Honeft  Zeal,  which  the  following  Sermon 
exprejfeth  againfl  the  Murder  of  King  Charles 
the  Fir  ft,  is  the   Only   Thing  in  it,    which 
could  defer ve  Tour  Thanh,  and  recommend  it  to  Tour 

i  approbation  :  So  that  Tour  Order  for  its  being  made 

£  Tublick,  is  an  Open  Teftimony  to  the  World-,  that  a 
Djfcourfe  againfi  Rebellion  is  as  acceptable  in  the  Cltyy 

±  as  at  Court  j  And  that  Thofe,  who  have  for  born  to 
b'peak  their  Minds,  on  fvxh  Occafions,  for  fear  of 

\difp leafing^  have  been  afraid,  where  no  Fear  was. 
It  is  to  the  Immortal  Honour  of  that  Great  Cityy 
ever  which  Tou  pre  fide,  that  it  had  (even  in  the  worfi 

■  ef  Times)  this  Char  after  given  of  it  by  the  Royal  Mar- 
tyr, That  much  the  better,  and  greater  Part  of  it, 
was  full  of  Love,  Buty,  and  Loyalty  to  His  Ma- 
jeffy  •,  And,  that  Perfons  ^of  We 'Jite''£ooit' Auctions 
to  Our  prefent  Sovereign,  may  never  here  after,  through 
Want  of  J^igilanfe^j^aly axd^A&iwyy  fiffi*  the 
Infinitely  Meaner  Pari:  in  (Quality,  and  the  much 
JLefler  Part  in  Number,  to  prevail  fo  far,  as  to  Al- 
ter the  Government,  fo  well  eftablifh'd  amongfi 

..jVs  $  but  may  gather  up  the  Courage  and  Refolu- 
•iion  to  join  with  Her  Majefty,  in  Defence  of  that 
Religion,  Law,  and  Liberty,  which  hitherto  hath, 
and  which  only  can,  make  Themfelves,  Her  Ma- 
jelly,  and  Her  Kingdom,  Happy  \  is  the  Hearty 
Prayer  ofr ; 

Right  Honourable, 

Tourmofi  HiitmT :~ 

and  Obedient  Servant, 

GEORGE  SMALRIDGE 


JUDGES  xix.  30. 

And  it  was  fa,  that  all  that  faro  it,  fold,  There 
was  no  fuch  Deed  done,    nor  feen,  from  the 
day  that  the  Children  of  Ifrael  came  up  out  of 
the  Land  of  Egypt,  unto  this  day  :   Confide* '  of 
it,  take  Advice,  and  fpeak  your  Minds. 

HE  barbarous  Fad, ..to  which  thefe  Words 
refer,  is  fet  forth,  at  large,  with  all  its  ag- 
gravating Circumftances,   in  the  foregoing 
Verfes  of  this  Chapter.    To  enter  into  the 
Particulars  of  it,  is  neither  NecefTary,  nor  Proper  : 
I  (hall  only,  in  General,  cbferve,  That  it  was  com- 
mitted in  a  Time  of  Anarchy  and  Confuiion, 
when  there  was  no  King  in  Ifrael ;  That  it  was 
not  a  Crime  of  any  One  Single  Denomination,  but  a 
Complicated  Piece  of  Villany,-  involving  in  it  the 
Guilt  of  many  Grofs  and  Enormous  Sins ;  and,  That 
the  Perfons  concern'd  in  the  Commiffion  of  it,  were 
certain  Sons  of  Belial,  Void  of  all  Pity,  Regard-       vl 
lefs  of  Shame,  and  as  Unreftrain'd  by  any    "    * 
Principles  of  Religion,  or  Ramorfe  of  Conference, 
as  if  they  hftbeeii  equaBy  lure,  that  there  was  then 
no  God  in  Heaved  as,  that  there  was  no  King  in  I fr del* 
This  Confummate  Wkkednels  was  done  m 
Gibeah,  and  a  Report  of  it  fent  to  the  Tribes   Y*  2?* 
of  Ifrael.    All  thofe,  whom  the  Fame  of  it  reach'd, 
did,   upon  their  firft  hearing  it,   pronounce,    that 
There  was  no  fuch  Deed  done,  nor  feen,  from   the  day 
that  the  Children  of  Ifrael  came  up  out  of  the   Land  of 
Egypt,  till  that  day.    But  although  they  had,  without  : 
xS$  leaft  deliberating  about  it  in  their  own  Breafts, 
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and  without  confulting  the  Opinions  of  Others,pafs'I 
this  Judgment  upon  it  \  Yet  they  are  call'd  upon  far- 
ther to  Confider  of  it,  to  take  Advice,  and  then  to  fpeak 
their  Mnds :  So  that,  from  the  Words,  there  do  arife 
thefe  Three  Obfervations. 

Firft,  That  there  are  Some  A&ions  fo  fhocking, 
that  All  Men  do,  upon  the  Firft  hearing  of  them, 
without  takingTime  to  Confider,  without  asking  the 
Opinion  of  Others,  TJnanimoufly  agree  to  condemn 
them. 

Secondly,  That  although  Such  Afiions  do,  at  the 
Firft  View,  appear  very  Odious,  Yet,  in  order  to 
Confirm  or  Re&ify  our  firft  Judgments  of  them,  it  is 
proper  to  Confider  them  farther,  and  to  take  in  the 
Advke  of  Others. 

Thirdly,  That  when  any  A&ions  do,  both  at  the 
Firft  View,  and  alfo  upon  farther  Enquiry,  appear 
very  Flagitious,  We  fhould  then,  without  any  Re- 
ferve,  Openly  and  Freely  fpeak  our  Minds  concern- 
ing them. 

To  each  of  thefe  Heads  I  fhall  fpeak  feverally,  and 
apply  what  I  fhall  fay  upon  Each,  to  that  Execrable 
Fad,  for  which  We  are  this  Day  humbling  Ourfelves 
in  the  Sight  of  God. 

Firft,  then,  I  obferve,  That  there  are  Some  Ani- 
ons fo  fhocking,  that  All  Men  do,  upon  the  Firft 
hearing  of  them,  without  takingTime  to  Confider, 
without  asking  the  Opinion  of  Others,  Unanimoufty 
agree  to  condemn  them. 

However  Men  may  differ  in  their  Opinions  con- 
cerning the  Meafures  of  Truth,  and  the  Ways  by 
which  We  do  arrive  at  the  firft  Notices  of  Things  -7 
Yet  it  is  agreed  by  All,  becaufe  attefted  by  the  com- 
mon Experience  of  All,  That  there  are  Some  Truths, 
which  We  do  more  eafily  Difcover,  and  more  readily 
and  firmly  Allent  to,  than  Others.  For,  Some  are 
the  Refults  of  Long  Enquiry,  and  Clofe  Reafoning*, 
whilft  Others  offer  themfelves  to  our  Thoughts  of 
their  Own  accord  ',  thrult  in  upon  Us,  whether  we 
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will  or  not •,  and  feem  not  fo  much  to  Court  onr  Afc 
feat,  as  to  Command  it.  We  find  Qurfelves  necefla- 
rily  determin'd,  in  Some  Cafes,  to  -judge  One  way 
rather  than  Another ;  and  though  We  ftrive  never 
fo  much,  We  cannot  prevail  upon  Ourfelves  to  Al- 
ter, or  fo  much  as  to  call  in  Queftion,  fuch  Judg- 
ments. Thefe  Truths,  when  examin'd  afterwards, 
by  Reaibn,  are  found  to  be  very  agreeable  to  it  *,  but 
they  do  not  wait  for  fuch  Examination,  before  they 
can  gala  Admittance  into  our  Belief*,  but  are  al- 
lowed, without  paffing  any  Teft,  barely  on  their 
Own  Account  and  Credit.  Thofe,  who  never  rea- 
son at  all  about  them,  are  as  Strongly,  though  not 
upon  fo  Good  Grounds,  perfuaded  of  them,  as  thofe 
who  reafon  molt*,  and  though  they  maybe  capable 
of  receiving,  from  Proof  and  Authority,  an  additio- 
nal Strength,  Yet  they  do  not  at  all  want  it. 

Now,  amongfl:  thofe  Truths,  which  do  thus  pre- 
vent all  Reafoning,  and  gain  our  Affent  upon  the 
Firfl:  View,  I  think,  We  may  juftly  reckon  thofe 
Judgments,  which  We  form,  concerning  the  EfTen- 
tial  Differences  of  Moral  Good  and  Evil.  For  Our 
Sight  is  not  more  quick  in  difcerning  the  Variety 
of  Figures  and  Colours,  nor  more  taken  with  the 
Beauty  of  Some,  pr  difpleas'd  with  the  Deformity 
of  Others;  the  niceft  Ear  hath  not  a  more  diftind 
Perception  of  the  Harmony  or  Difcord  of  Sounds  -7 
nor  doth  the  mofl;  delicate  Palate  more  accurately 
diftinguilh  Taftes,  than  our  Intelleftual  Faculties  do 
apprehend  the  plain  and  familiar  Diftin&ion  be- 
tween Right  and  Wrong,  Honeft  and  Di&oneft, 
Good  and  Evil,  and  find  an  Agreeablenefs  and  Sa- 
tisfaction in  the  One,  a  T>ifagreeablenefs  and  DifTa- 
tisfa&ion  in  the  Other.  Hence  is  it,  that  the  Pro- 
phet Jfiitibj  when  he  pronounces  a  Curfe  upon  all 
thofe,  who  confounded  what  God  had  plainly  difcin* 
guiih'd,  fuppofes  the  Gppofite  Kinds  of  Humane 
Actions  to  be  at  as  great  a  diftance  the  One  from 
fhe  Other,  as  the  moft  Contrary  Qualities,  which 
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We  are  inform'd  of  by  the  Reports  of  Our  Senfes, 

j^.  •  Wo  vnto  them  that  call  evil  good,  and  good 

evil  *,   that  put  darknefs  for  light?  and  light 

for  dar\nefs  \  that  put  bitter  for  fweetj  and  fweet  for  bitter* 

I  do  not  fay,  that  this  Power  of  readily  difcerning 
betwixt  Moral  Good  and  Evil  upon  the  firit  View, 
doth  extend  itfelf  to  all  the  Differences  of  Humane 
Adrions ,  or  that  in  our  Enquiry  into  the  Rectitude 
or  Obliquity  of  Such  as  are  very  Complex  in  their 
Nature,  and  whofe  Lawfulnefs  or  Unlawfulnefs  de- 
pends upon  a  great  Variety  and  Combination  of  Cir- 
cumftances,  We  can,  in  a  Moment,  pofitively  and 
furely  determine,  whether  they  are  Good  or  Evil , 
worthy  of  Praife  or  Difpraife  }  fit  to  be  by  all  Men 
Admir'd  and  Imitated,or  to  be  Condemn'd,and  Avoid- 
ed. Our  Seafes  themfelves  do  not  inform  \Js  of  every 
Minute  Differ ence,which  is  tojjbe  found  in  thofe  things 
which  fall  under  their  Special  Notice  and  Cognizance. 
The  firft  Departure  from  St reigjfehiefs  is  not,  perhaps, 
perceiv'd  by  the  moft  curious  and  piercing  Eye  j  it 
fuffices,  that  what  is  Very  crooked  doth  prefently 
betray  itfelf  to  the  Sight,  though  We  cannot  precifely 
determine,  where  its  Obliquity  doth  firft  commence. 
And  thus  alfo  it  is  in  Moral  Actions  \  Some  of  them 
'  are  of  a  Mixt  Nature,  in  which  the  Colours  of  Good 
and  Evil  are  fo  blended  and  confufedly  put  together, 
that  it  isfometimes  very  difficult  to  determine,  with 
which  Sort  they  ought  to  be  rank'd  •,  but  ftill,  what  is 
Eminently  Good,  or  Notorioufly  Evil,  doth  foon  dis- 
cover it  Self:  There  is  that  Beauty  and  Comelinefs  in 
Some  Aftions,  which  the  moft  negligent  and  tranfient 
View  cannot  but  take  Notice  of,  and  be  Charm'cJ 
with }  that  Jlideoufncfs  and  -Deformity  in  Some  Sins, 
from  which  Humane  Nature,  as  corrupt  as  it  is,  doth 
inftantly  Start  back  and  Recoil. 

And  it  is  for  very  wife  and  good  Reafons,  that 
God  hath  fo  forrrfd  our  Faculties,  that,  concerning 
Such  Aftions  as  are  Extraordinary  in  Either  Kind, 
Such  as  are  Extremely  good,  or  Extremely  wicked* 

all 


on  the  %\ft  of  January.  J 

all  Men  fliould  be  able  t®  judge  thus  Readily,,  and 
thus  Truly.  For,  Jit  Humane  Life,  it  often  happens, 
that  an  Occafion  is  given  us  of  doing  Some  great 
Good,  or  a  Temptation  laid  bef6re  Us  to  commit 
Some  great  Evil,  when  there  is  no  Leifure  allowed 
Us  of  entring  into  a  long  Deliberation,  whether  the 
Good  or  Evil,  to  which  We  are  invited,  be  really  Sucn, 
as  they  do  at  the  firft  Sight  appear^  or  not :  In  which 
Cafes  it  is  neceflary,  that  We  ihouldad  according  to 
our  Prefent  Light,  and,  therefore, by  Providence  wife- 
ly order'd,  that  we  fhould  enjoy  fuch  Open  and 
Plain- Day-light,  that  there  fhould  be  no  Danger  rjf 
our  Stumbling.  By  this  Method,  God  hath  made 
the  Same  wholfome  Provifion  for  the  Security  of  our 
Souls,  as  He  hath  done  for  Preserving  the  Health  of 
our  Bodies :  To  Such  Meats  as  might  prove  noxious 
to  Us,  and.  being  once  taken  down,  digefted,  arid 
mingled  with  the  Mafs  of  our  Blood,  might  quickly 
deftroy  our  Lives,  Wq  have  often  fb  firong  an  Anti- 
pathy, that  We  refrain  from  them,  merely  on  ac- 
count of  this  Natural  Averlion,  without  confidering 
themifchievous Conferences,  that  might  ariie  from 
Our  indulging  Our  Selves  in  them:  And  in  the  like 
manner,  thofe  Sins,  which  carry  with  them  the  great- 
eft  Malignity,  and  which  are  moft  perillous  to  the 
Souls  of  Men,  do  create  in  our  Minds  fuch  an  utter 
Abhorrence  and  Deteltation,  that  We  are  thereby 
more  powerfully  reftrain'd  from  the  Commiflion  of 
fuch  Sins,  than  We  fnould  be  by  the  bare  Confident 
tion  of  thofe  evil  Principles,  from  whence  they  flow, 
or  thofe  manifeft  Dangers,  to  which  they  do  Cxpoje 
Us.  All  Men  are  not  endu'd  with  fo'much  Penetrar 
tion  of  Thought,  fo  much  Strength  of  Reafoning,  ib 
much  Dexterity  and  Skill,  in  deducing  One  Truth 
from  Another,  as  to  Difcover,  or  fo  much  as  to  Per- 
ceive the  Force  of  thofe  Arguments,  which  may  be 
brought  to  prove  a  thing  Wicked  and  Abominable  \ 
but  without  Reafoning,  without  drawing  any  long 
Train,  of  Inferences,  without  enquiring  into  the  Hid- 
den Grounds  and  Caufes  of  Evil,  All,  who  are  not  de- 
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ftitute  of  Common  Senfe,  do  quickly  perceive,  in 
Grofs  and  Heinous  Sins,  that  monftrous  Turpitude 
and  Deformity,  which  is,  in  itfelf,  Vifible,  and  not 
to  be  Over-lookt. 

Thus,  allbon  as  the  Children  of  Ifrael  were  in- 
form'd,  that  a  Daughter  of  One  of  their  Tribes  had, 
by  the  Men  of  Gibe ah ,  in  a  Violent  and  Outrageous 
manner,  been  Aflaulted,  Abus'd,  and  Murder'd  •,  the 
Indignation,  which  prefently  arofe  in  the  Breaft  of 
Every  One,  who  heard  it,  fuperfeded  the  Neceflity 
of  any  tedious  Search  into  the  precife  Demerits  of 
the  Adion  •,  and  the  Voice  of  all  the  People  fpoke 
aloud  what  the  Voice  of  Nature  had  before  whifper'd 
to  each  Man's  private  Thoughts,  that  foUnparallerd 
a  Wickednefs  deferv'd  the  fevereft  Cenfure,  and  war- 
ranted the  keeneft  Refentment. 

And,  doth  not  the  Treafon  of  this  Day  kindle  in 
our  Breafts  the  like  juft  Indignation  !  Can  We  hear  of 
a  Sovereign  Prince  murder'd  by  his  Own  Unnatural 
Subje&s,  and  doth  not  the  bare  Mention  of  it  excite 
in  our  Minds  the  utmoft  Abhorrence  of  fo  barbarous 
an  Aftion  ?  Do  not  our  Ears  tingle^  aflbon  as  we  hear 
of  It?  Are  not  our  Spirits  immediately  in  a  Fer- 
ment, at  the  Firft  Report  thereof?  Doth  not  a  Fire 
prefently  burn  within  Us  ?  Do  We  not  feel  our  Hearts 
glowing,  on  a  fudden,  with  an  holy  Zeal,  againft  fo 
Ungodly,  fo  Unchriftian,  fo  Inhumane  a  Deed  ?  And 
are  We  not,  by  a  fort  of  Natural  Inftinft,  which  pre- 
vents all  Reafoning,  which  leaves  no  room  for  Deli- 
beration, forcibly  determin'd  to  conceive  in  our 
Thoughts,  and  with  our  Tongues  to  exprefs  a  Per* 
feft  Hatred  of  it  ?  Can  We  look  upon  it  to  be  Necef- 
iary,  can  We  judge  it  to  be  even  fo  much  as  Lawful 
for  Us,  Calmly  and  Sedately  to  Deliberate,  whether 
ftich  a  Faft  is  to  be  condemned,  or  not  i  Is  it  not,  in 
fome  Degree,  Blame-worthy  to  be  Cool,  and  DifpaA 
|ionate,upon  fo  provoking  an  Occafion  ?  And,  fhould 
Wc  not  betray  too  much  Indifference  and  Lukewarm-' 
nefs,  if  Wp  fhould  take  time  to  Cwfider  and  Advift, 
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before  We  pretend  to  Form  any  Judgment  about  it  ? 
Need  We  to  fufpend  our  Opinions  concerning  it,  till 
We  have  more  Carefully  and  Thoroughly  examin'd 
£t?   Are  We  afraid  of  being  Rafh  and  Precipitate, 
unlefs  We  Impartially  weigh,  in  an  equal  Balance, 
yvhat  is  to  be  faid  For  it,  as  well  as  what  is  to  be  faid 
Againft  it  ?   Muft  We  wait,  till  the  Apologifts  for 
Rebellion  and  Murder  have  b/ovght  forth  their  ftrong 
Reafonsy  and  till  We  have  tried  the  Strength  of  thofe 
Pleas,  which  they  have  to  advance,  in  Defence  of 
Biood-flied  and  Parricide,  before  We  proceed  to  de- 
termine any  thing  in  our  Own  Thoughts  about  them  ? 
Might  We  not,  in  this  Cafe,  fafely  appeal  to  the  firffc 
Judgments  of  Thofe,  who  are  fo  hardy  as  to  Defend 
this  Day's  Treafon,  or  even  of  Thofe,  who  were  fo 
wicked  as  to  Commit  it  ?  For,  although  there  be  No 
Crime  fo  Heinous,  which  may  not  find  fome  Advo- 
cates, None  fo  fhocking  to  Humane  Nature,  which 
Men,  violently  pulh'd  on  by  the  Inftigation  of  the  De- 
vil, and  given  over  to  a  Reprobate  Mind  by  the  juft 
Judgment  of  God,  may  not  bring  themfelves,  at  Laft, 
to  Confent  unto  \  Yet  We  have  no  Reafon  to  doubt, 
but  that  the  Execrable  Fad,  of  which  We  are  now 
Speaking,  did,  at  the  Firft  Propofal  of  it,  appear  in 
the  fame  black  Colours  to  the  Patrons  of  it,  Yea,  and 
to  the  very  Traitors  themfelves  concerned  in  it,  as  it 
<loth  to  Other  Men}  that  Natural  Confcience  did,  in 
them,  for  feme  time,  bear  the  lame  Teftimony  againft 
it,  as  it  (till  doth  in  Others  *,  and  that  they  muft  have 
taken  a  great  deal  of  pains  to  ftifle  the  Convi&ions  of 
their  Ovyn  Minds,  before  they  could  bring  themfelves 
to  Expife,  to  Juftify,  and  to  Approve  an  A&ion, 
which  muft,  at  Firft,  have  ftrucken  Them,  if  they 
were  not  of  a  different  Make  from  All  Other  Men, 
with  a  Natural  Horror  and  Averijon.    But  that  We 
may  not  feem,  in  a  Matter  of  fb  great  Moment,  to 
lay  too  much  Strefs  upon  the  Firft  Judgments,  that 
Men  form,  ^which,  after  all,   perhaps,  may  be  but 
Prejudices^  it  will  be  proper  ft>r  Us  to  proceed  to 
Dur  Second 
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Second  Consideration,  That  although  fome  Actions  do,  at 
the  Firft  View,  appear  very  Odious,  Yet,  in  order  to  Con- 
firm or  Rectify  our  Firft  Judgments  of  them,  it  is  proper  to 
Confider  them  farther,  and  to  take  in  the  Advice  of  O- 
thers. 

When  an  Aflion  is  immediately  to  he  done  by  Us,  and 
there  is  no  time  allow'd  Us  to  .deliberate  about  it,  the  Dictates 
of  our  Own  Confcience,  being  the  beft  Guides  We  have, 
mutt  be  followed  by  Us.  But  concerning  Actions  Already 
done,  We  have  more  leifure  to  judge,  and,  therefore,  ought 
to  take  more  care  to  judge  aright.  If  they  do,  at  the  rlr/t 
View,  Appear  wicked,  this  is  a  fhrewd  Indication,  that  they 
are  fo  in  an  Eminent  Degree  ;  but,  upon  a  farther  Examina- 
tion into  the  feveral  Circumftances  of  them,  We  may  find 
either  gfcod  Reafons  to  Alter  our  firft  Opinion,  or  clearer 
Evidence  to  Confirm  Us  in  it.  Such  Notions  as  prevail  in 
the  Age,  in  which  We  live,  and  among  the  Perfons,  with 
whom  We  converfe  ;  fuch  as  have  been  inftilfd  into  Our 
Minds  from  our  Infancy,  and  have  all  along  grown  up  with 
Us  ;  fuch  as  WTe  have  heard  often  Inculcated  and  never  Con- 
tradicted, We  are  apt  to  look  upon,as  engraven  in  our  Heart* 
by  the  Finger  of  God  ;  when,  perhaps,  after  all,  they  are 
only  the  Prejudices  of  wrong  Education.  That  VVe  may  not, 
therefore,  be  milled  into  Error  by  any  fuch  Prepofleflions,  it 
will  be  expedient  for  \Js  to  re-examine  our  former  Judgments, 
and  to  enquire,  how  things  will  appear  upon  a  Nicer  and 
Clofer  Scrutiny.  When  a  thing  appears  Crooked  to  the  Eye 
upon  the  firft  View,  We  can't  but  pay  fo  much  Deference  to 
the  Teftimony  of  our  Senfes,  as  to  prefume  it  fiich  ;  but  be- 
eaufe  this  Appearance  may  fometimes  chance  to  proceed  from 
a  Defect  in  the  Organ,  and  not  from  any  real  Crookednefs 
in  the  Object,  for  our  better  Satisfaction,  we  meafure  it  by  a 
Rule,  and  then  pronounce  with  more  Certainty  concerning 
it  ;  and  the  fame  Method  We  ought  to  obferye,  in  judging 
•f  Moral  Aclions ;  if  they,  at  the  Firft  Sight,  appear  Noto- 
rioufly  Wicked,  we  cannot  but  entertain  a  violent  Sufpicion 
of  their  being  fuch  ;  but  becaufe  this  Appearance  may  arife 
from  fome  Corruption  of  our  Judgment,  when  there  is  no 
Obliquity  in  the  Anions  themfelves,  the  beft  W7ay  to  pre- 
vent all  PorTibility  of  Error,  will  be  to  examine  them  by  the 
only  Infallible  Tcft,  the  Law  of  God:  If  they  will  abide  that 
Trial,  they  are  not,  by  Us,  rafhly  to  be  condemned;  if,  upon 
a  Deliberate,  Fair,  and  Impartial  Examination,  they  arQ 
found  plainly  repugnant  to  the  declared  Will  of  God,  We 
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cannot  be  thought  too  dogmatical  or  peremptory,  in  palling 
Sentence  of  Condemnation  againft  them. 

But  this  Sentence  will  carry  fall  more  Weight  and  Au- 
thority with  it,  if  We  do  not  depend  too  much  upon  our 
Own  Judgments,  but  call  in  the  Advice  of  Others.    Men  are 
fo  apt  to  differ  in  their  Opinions,  and  take  fo  great  a  delight 
in  contradiaing  Each  Other,  that  thofe  Truths  mult  carry 
with  them  a  more  than  Ordinary  Degree  of  Evidence,    m 
which  All  or  Molt  Men  do  agree;  He  who  confiders,  what  a 
wide  Difference  there  is  in  the  Wrays  of  Mens  Thinking  and 
Judging,  from  the  Difference  of  their  Complexions,  Tem- 
pers, Education,  Charaaer,  Profeffion,  Age,  Religion,  and 
other  innumerable  Specialties,    by  which  they  are  diltin- 
guifhed  One  from  Another,  and  difpos'd  to  form  very  Diffi- 
cult Judgments  concerning  the  fame  Perfons  or  Things,  will 
not  be  furpriz'd  to  find,  that  feveral  Men  do  feldom  concurr 
in  the  Verdi&,  which  they  pafs  upon  thofe  Actions,  that  fall 
within  their  Obfervation  and  Cognizance.     Some  Specula- 
tive Truths  there  are,  in  which  the  Interests  of  Men  being 
not  at  all  concern'd,  all  may  Unaniriiqufly  agree :  Some  Rules 
of  Life  there  may  be,  (tho*  thefe  much  fewer  than  the  Other) 
which  moft  Men  may  join  in  the -Approbation  of:    Some 
Virtues  or  Vices,  which,  confider'd  A'b'itra&edly,  arid  with- 
out Regard  to  Perfons,  they  may  agree  to  Praife,  or  to  Con- 
demn :  but  when  they  come  to  judge  of  Anions,  not  as  they 
are  in  Idea  and  Theory,  but  as  they  are  in  Reality  and  Fa&  ; 
not  as  they  are  in  Rooks,  but  as  they  are  perform 'd  by  fuch 
and  fuch  Men  ;    here  feveral  things  will  offer  themfelves  to 
influence  and  biafe  their  Judgments.    When,  therefore,  not- 
withstanding there  are  fo  Many  and  Strong  Obftacles  to  hinder 
Men  from  concurring  in  their  Opinions,  any  A&  ions  are 
condemned  by  a  General  Confent,  this  Unanimity  of  Judg- 
ment is,  though  not  a  Demonftrative  Proof,  yet  a  very  Strong 
Prefumption,  that  Such  A&ions  are  Notorioufly  Wicked,  and 
in  Reality  Such,  as  they  do  Univerfally  appear. 

Now,  if  We  take  thefe  Meafures  in  regulating  our  Judg- 
ments concerning  that  black  Treafon,  which  hath  made  this 
3Day  unto  Us  a  Day  of  Shame  and  Reproach,  a  Day  of 
Mourning  and  Lamentation ;  if  We  examine  it  narrowly  in 
all  its  Parts.,  if  We  try  it  by  the  Rules  of  Morality,  Law, 
and  Religion ;  there  will  be  as  much  Difference  between  the 
Degrees  of  Guilt,  which  will  Then  appear,  and  thofe  which 
JtSeenfd  to  have  upon  a  Tranlitory  View,  as  there  is  between 
fhe  Dimenlipns  of  an  Object  Clofely  obferv'd  by  the  Help  of 
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the  Reft'GbuTes,  and  Slightly  glanc'd  upon  by  the  Naked  Eye: 
Wit  This  flagitious  Wkkednefs  hath  been  fo  Often,  and  fm 
Thoroughly  confider'd ;  the  Bcft  and  the  Wifeft  Men  have  fo 
frequently  declar'd  their  Opinions  of  it,  and  have  confirm'd 
thofe  Opinions  with  Such  Strength  of  Reafoning,  the  heinous 
Guik  thereof  hatii  been  placcl  in  To  clear  a  Light,  and  de- 
fcrib'd  in  ib  lively  Colours,  that  it  would  be  fcarcely  excu- 
sable, at  this  Time,  to  attempt  a  faint  Copy  of  that  Night- 
piece,  which  hath  been  drawn  by  the  moft  Mafterly  Hands. 
Should  We  bring  into  One  Comprehenfive  View  all  the  va- 
rious Circumitanoes,  which  jointly  contribute  to  enhance  the 
Demerit  of  this  enormous  Sin  ;  Should  We  draw  up  an  exa& 
Catalogue  of  all  the  Infolences,  Indignities,  Perjuries,  Tu- 
mults, Rapines,  De vacations,  and  Murders,   that  prepar'd 
the  Way  for  it;    and  all  the  Diforders,  Confufions,  Op- 
preflions,  and  Tyrannies,  that  follow'd  it ;    Should  We  take 
into  our  Gonlideration  the  Perfonal  Virtues,  and  Sacred  Cha- 
racter of  thai  blened  Prince,  whofe  Innocence  ought  to  have 
Secur'd  Him  from  all  Harm,  had  he  been  Refponlible  for  his 
Conduct  at  any  Humane  Bar ;    and  whofe  Majefty  ousht  to 
iiave  exempted  Him  from  Violence,  had  He  been  guilty  of 
rhe  Crimes  UnjuflJy  laid  to  his  Charge ;    Should  We  repre- 
sent to  our  Thoughts  the  Many  and  the  Strong  Obligations, 
which  his  Rebellious  Subjects  lay  under,  from  Gratitude,  Ho- 
nour, Fidelity,  the  Laws  of  Nature,  the  Laws  of  the  Land, 
2nd  the  Laws  of  God,  (all  which  Bonds,  when  the  Spirit  of 
the  Lord,  as  they  impiouily  pretended,  came  mightily  upon 
them,  were  prefently  broken,  as  a  Thread  of  Tow  is  broken,  when 
it  toucheth  the  Fire )  Should  We  run  through  the  Tragical 
Hiftory  of  Their  Crimes  and  His  Sufferings,  and  follow  Him 
from  Palace  to  Palace,  from  Camp  to  Camp,  fromPrifon  to 
Prifbn,  till,  at  Jaft,  Wc  attend  Him  on  the  Scaffold  ;  Should 
We  reflect  on  the  deliberate  Malice,  wherewith  this  helliih 
Peed  was  Defign  d  ;  the  fteady  Wickednefs,  wherewith  it 
was  Carry  d  on  ;   and  the  remorflefs  Cruelty,  wherewith  it 
was  Accomplim'd  ;  Should  We  take  in  to  the  Account  the 
Dishonour  done  thereby  to  our  Country,  and  to  our  Reli- 
gion ,  and  the  bold  Profanation  of  Gods  Name,  in  begging 
his  Guidance  and  Aid,  in  the  Violation  of  his  Laws,  and 
afcribing  to  Him  the  Praife  of  thofe  Actions,  whereby  He 
was,  in  the  mod  Sacrilegious  manner,  Blafphem'd  ;    Should 
We,  in  ihort,  look  Backwards  upon  all  thofe  Calamities 
iyhich  Our  Fathers  and  We  have  felt,  or  Forwards  upon  all 
thofe  Mifcrics,  which  We  and  Our  Poftemy  have  yet  Rea« 
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Ion  to  fear,  either  as  the  Natural  Conferences  of  this  great 
Sin,  or  as  the  juil  judgments  of  God  oirthe  Account  of  it ; 
Such  a  Reprefenfation  as  this,  however  Imperfect  and  ShOf t 
of  the  Truths^  muft  neceflarily  Confirm  Us  in  the  Opinion, 
which  We  had,  upon  the  Firft  View,  entertaind,  of  the  Exe- 
crablenefs  of  this  Fa& ;  and  extort  from  Us  an  Open  Decla- 
ration tfgainft  that  Wkke4nefs,  which  We  cannot  but,  from 
the  very  Bottom  of  out  Hearts^  Abhor,  For,  as  We  obferv'dj, 
in  the  Third  and  Laft  Place,  ' 

When  any  Anions  do,  both  upon  the  Firft  Vhwy  and  al- 
io upon  a  farther  Enquiry,  appear  very  Flagitious,  We  ihouM 
then,  without  any  Referve,  Openljr  and  Freely  Speak  $ur 
Minds  concerning  then*. 

In  vain  do  our  Natural  Confciences  bearTeftimony  againll 
Notorious  and  Crying  Sins  ;  in  vain  is  that  Teftimony 
Itrengtherfd  by  the  concurrent  Suffrages  of  Reafon  and  of  Re- 
ligion *  if,  when  We  have  taken  due  care  to  form  our  Opi- 
nions aright,  and  are  under  any  Obligations  of  Juftke  01 
Charity  to  declare  them,  We  are  either  fo  Falfe  as  to  fpeak 
Againft  our  Minds,  or  fo  Pusillanimous  as  not  to  Speak  okr 
Minds  Frankly  and  Plainly.  A  Mark  of  Infamy  hath,  by  the 
Univerfal  Confent  of  all  civiliz'd  Nations,  been  fet  upon 
Tome  A£tions,  tending  either  to  the  great  Difparagement  of 
Humane  Nature,  or  to  the  great  Difturbance  of  Civil 'Socie- 
ties ;  that  a  Senfe  of  Shame,  and  Fear  of  Difgrace,  might  be 
powerful  Curbs  to  reftrain  Men  from  doing  Such  vileThings, 
as  would  be  fure  to  Stain  their  Reputations,  and  to  Fix  an? 
indelible  Blot  of  Tgnominy  upon  their  Memories.  But  this 
Dread  of  Infamy  can  no  longer  prove  a  Re&raint,  than  whilft 
A&ions  truly  Reproachful  meet  with  that  juft  Reproach, 
which  they  deferve ;  but  this  Law  of  Opinion  or  Reputation, 
whereby  it  is  agreed,  that  Such  and  Such  Vices  fhall  be  pu- 
nifrYd  with  Difrepute,  will,  like  other  Laws, lofe  all  its  Force 
and  Energy,  unlefs  thofe,  who  are  entrufted  with  the  Admi- 
rriftration  of  it,  take  care  to  put  it  duly  in  Execution. 

Whatever  good  Reafons  there  are,  why  the  Names  of  Per- 
fons  eminent  for  Virtue  fliould  be  mentiond  with  Efleem  ira 
their  Own  Time,  and  deliver'd  down  with  Honour  to  Pofte- 
rity,  the  Same  are  equally  Strong  for  branding  the  Memo- 
ries of  Wicked  Men  with  lafting  Marks  of  Difgrace;  fince 
the  Canonizing  of  Saints  doth  not  more  manifeftly  tend  ta 
the  Advancement  of  Virtue,  than  the  Stigmatizing  of  Vil- 
lains doth  to  the  Suppreflion  of  Vice.  There  are,  indeed, 
greater  Rewards  laid  up  for  the  Godly3  and  forer  Judgments 
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kept  in  Store  for  Sinners,  than  their  being  remembred  with 
Honour  and  Infamy  :  But  ftill,  it  is  one  confidcrable  fart  of 
the  Juft  Man's  Recompence,  that  his  Memory  fhall  be  blejfed, 
and  of  the  Wicked  Man's  Punifhment,  (which  ought  to  come 
home  to  Him)  that  his  Name  /hall  rot.  The  greatcft  Mifchief 
that  can  pofiibly  be  done  to  the  Souls  of  Men,  is  to  difcou- 
rage  them  from  doing  their  Duty,  by  fpeaking  Evil  of  what 
God  has  Commanded,  and  to  Encourage  them  in  the  Commit 
lion  of  Sin,  by  fpeaking  Well  of  what  God  hath  Condemned  j 
and,  therefore,a  Wo  is  (as  You  have  heard)  juftly  denounc'd,by 
the  Prophet  Ifaiah,  againft  thofe  who  call  Good  Evil,  and  Evil 
Good:  But  the  Interefts  of  Virtue  and  Piety  are  alio  very  much 
endamaged  by  thofe,  who,  though  they  do  not  go  fo  far  as 
to  call  Evil  good,  do  yet,  by  a  Criminal  Silence,  forbear  to 
call  it  Evil ;  and,  therefore,  thofe  Priefts  are  accus'd,  by 
God,  of  violating  his  Laws  and  profaning  his  Holy  Things, 
who  put  no  Difference  between  the  Holy  And  Profane,  neither  jhevt 
the  Difference  between  the  Gean  and  the  Unclean. 

God  forbid,  that  any  Preachers  of  the  Gofpel  fhould  fo  far 
exceed  the  Bounds  of  their  Commiflion,  as  to  Gtrfe  thofe,  whom 
God  hath  not  curs'd,  or  to  Defy  thofe,  whom  the  Lord  hath  not 
defied  ;  As  it  becomes  none  but  Mad-Men  to  throw  about 
Fire-Brands ,  Arrows ,  and  Death  ;  fo  is  it  proper  for  None 
but  wild  Enthuiiafts,  to  thunder  out,  at  random,  Hell  and 
Damnation.  But  ftill,  if  We  will  be  true  to  our  Truft,  We 
muft  declare  the  laws  and  the  Judgments  of  God  againft  No- 
torious Sinners  ;  and  when  God  requires,  that  Gtrfes,  in  his 
Name,  fhould  be  proclaim'd  againft  thofe,  who  remove  ancient 
Land-Marks;  againft  thofe,  that  pervert  Judgment;  and  againft 
thofe,  that  take  a  Reward  to  fay  the  Innocent ;  neither  do  the 
Levites  difcharge  Their  Duties,  unlefs  they  fpeak  thefe  things 
aloud,  in  the  tars  of  the  People;  nor  the  People  Theirs,  un- 
lefs, in  Acknowledgment  that  the  Curfes  .of  God  are  due  to 
thefe  Sins,  they  fay ,  Amen. 

A  falfe  Notion  feems  to  have  been  taken  up,  of  late  Years, 
as  if  it  were  not  confiftent  with  a  true  Chriftian  Temper,  to 
inveigh  againft  the  Trcafon  of  thofe  Regicides,  who  em- 
briied  their  Hands  in  the  Blood  of  their  martyr  d  Sovereign ; 
as  if  it  became  Us  rather  to  caft  a  Veil  over  it,  than  to  Ex- 
pofe  it  to  public  View;  and  as  if  the  Memorial  of  it  ought,at 
Jaft,  to  be  difcontinued,  left,  by  going  on  to  ripp  up  old 
Sores,  We  tranfgrefs  the  Bounds  of  Charity  and  Moderation. 
But,  are  Murder  and  Rebellion  Sins  that,  at  any  Time,  ought 
to  be  touch'd  Gently,  and  to  be  handled  with  Caution  and 
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Tendernefs  ?  or,  Are  thofe  Sins  become  lefs  Abominable  in 
the  Sight  of  God,  or  lefs  Deteftable  by  Good  Men,  in  Our 
Days,  than  they  were  in  the  Days  of  Our  Fathers  ?  Hath 
not  the  Legi dative  Authority  fet  apart  this  Day,  on  purpofe, 
that  the  Guilt  of  that  Sacred  and  Innocent  Blood,  which  was 
ihed  thereon,  might  be  Confefs'd  and  Lamented  ?  and  ihould 
that  Guilt  be,  on  Such  Occasions,  Stifled,  Extenuated,  Di£- 
fembled  ?  Is  it  Seafonable,  to  preach  againft  Rebellion  upon 
the  Fiftli  of  November  i  and,  Is  the  Same  Doctrine  Uniea- 
fonable  upon t  the  Thirtieth  of  January  i  Are  Treafon  and 
Bloodfhed  Things  of  So  indifferent  a  Nature,  that  We  ought 
not  ralhly  to  cenfure  Them,  who  fpend  this  Day  in  Revel- 
lings  and  Feaftings,  but  charitably  to  fuppofe,  that,  as  He 
that  regardeth  the  Day,  regardeth  it  unto  the  Lord,  G 
fo  He  that  regardeth  not  the  Day,  to  the  Lord,  He  l  l>*  I$*; 
doth  not  regard  it  f  Have  any  Alterations  been  made,  of  late, 
in  the  Decalogpe  ?  and,  Is  the  Fifth  Commandment,  which 
eajoins  Reverence  and  Obedience  to  our  Governeurs ;  or  the 
Sixth,  which  prohibits  Murder,  repeal'd  ?  Was  the  Murder  of 
King  Charles  committed  fo  long  ago,  that  it  is  high  time  it 
Ihould  now  be  forgotten  ?  But,  Is  not  the  Murder  of  the 
righteous  Abel  of  a  much  earlier  Date,  and  hath  not  God,  in 
his  Word,  Jet  fuch  a  Mark  upon  Cain,  that  his  Sin  Diall  never 
fee  forgotten  ?  Was  not  Aaron's  Rod,  by  the  poiitive  Com- 
mand of  God,  laid  up  in  the  Ark,  that  it  might  ]Srum  xyii 
he  kept  for  a  Token  again  ft  the  Rebels,  through  all  *      IO* 

fucceeding  Generations  ?  The  AUs  of  Zimri,  and  *  Kings  xvi. 
his  Treafon  that  He  wrought,  were  they  not  written  20° 

in  the  Booh  of  the  Chronicles  of  the  Kings  of  Jfrael  i  And  were 
they  not  Therefore  written  there,  that  they  might  be  fure  to 
beremembred?  Were  none  of  the  FourEvangelifls  Men  of  a 
Gofpel-Temper  ?  And,  doth  any  One  of  them  let  the  Name 
of  Judas  pafs,  without  fixing  a  Mark  upon  Him,  as  zTraitori 
Did  not  St.  Stephen,  at  the  fame  that  he  prayd  unto  God,  that 
He  would  not  lay  to  the  Charge  of  his  Murderers  their  Sin,  di- 
fplay  the  Guilt  of  Them,  and  their  Anceflors,  in  its  proper 
Colours?  Te  Stiff-necked  and  Oncircumcifed  in  j\<fIS  yil  r 
Heart  and  Ears :  Te  do  always  refift  the  Holy  Ghojt;  '  \f. 

as  Tour  Fathers  did,  fo  do  Te.  Which  of  the  Prophets  have  not 
Tour  Fathers  perfected  f  And,  they  have  fhewn  them  $f  the  com- 
ing of  the  Juft  One,  of  whom  Te  have  been  now  the  Betrayers 
and  Murderers.  Shall  we  accufe  this  Holy  Martyr  of  Bittcr- 
nepand  Wrath,  becaufe  He  ufed  thus  PUmnefs  of  Speech,  when 
Hefpoke  of  Traitors  m^Mnrdmrs  i  But  had  not  the  BleiTed 
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Jtftis  Himfelf  fpoken  the  very  fame  Language  upon  the  fame 
Matt.  xxiv.  Occafion  ?  Te  be  Witnejfes  unto  Tourfelves,  that  Te 
31.  are  the  Children  of  them  that  killed  the  Pnphets:  Fill 
yt  tip  then  the  Meaf ares  of  Tour  Fathers ,  Te  Serpents,  Te  Generation 
of  Vipers, — that  upon  Ton  may  come  all  the  righteous  Blood  fbed  up- 
on the  Earth,  from  the  Blood  of  righteous  Mel,  unto  the  Blood  of 
Zacharias,  Son  of  Barachias,rvhomTe  Jlew  between  the  Temple  and 
the  Altar  It  is  no  wonder,  if  fuch  keen  Reproofs  ofTreachery 
and  Murder,  as  thefe  were,  cut  to  the  Heart  Perfons Guilty  of 
thefe  Crimes,  and  approving  the  Deeds  of  their  Guilty  An- 
ceftors :  But,  certainly,  We  may  Difapprove,  Condemn, 
Expofe  Traiterous  and  Blood-thirfly  Men,  without  giving 
Offence  to  any  Guiltlefs  Hearers,  to  any  Favourers  of  the 
Royal  Caufe.  All  Men  of  Religious  and  Peaceable  Prin- 
ciples, all  who  Fear  God,  and  Honour  his  Vicegerents,  will 
be  ready,  at  the  firft  Hearing,  to  Condemn  ;  upon  farther 
Confideration,  to  Deteftj  and  upon  all  proper  Occafions,  to 
Declare  their  Abhorrence  of,  fuch  Unchriftian,  fuch  Unna- 
tural Parricides :  They  will  admire  the  Virtues,  pity  the  Suf- 
ferings, and  reverence  the  Memory  of  the  Royal  Martyr  : 
They  will,  with  Shame  and  Sorrow,  look  back  upon  thofe 
Lam  a  i  ^avs  °f  Darknefs  and  of  Gloominefs,  when  the 
Lord  cover  d  the  Daughter  of  Sion  with  a  Gdud,  and 
in  the  Indignation  of  his  Anger  took  may  from  Us  the  King  and 
the  Priefi :  They  will  blefs  his  Holy  Name,  for  reftoring, 
together  with  the  Monarchy,  Peace  and  Order  to  the  State ; 
the  True  Religion,  and  the  Beauty  of  Holincfs,  to  hisChurch  ; 
They  will  be  deeply  fenllble  of  their  Own  Happinefe,  in 
living  under  the  Beft  of  Governments,  and  the  Mildeft  of 
Princes :  They  will  difcountenance  all  Seditious  Principles, 
that  tend  to  difturb  the  Quiet  of  Her  Reign,  and  to  lhakc  the 
very  Foundations,  on  which  all  Government  ftands  ;  They 
will  pray  unto  God,  that  Her  Defigns,  for  the  Good  of  this 
Church  and  State,  which  are  as  Sincere  as  the  BlciTcd  Martyr's 
were,  may  be  more  Succefsful ;  That  God  would  prefcrve  Her 
from  the  Machinations  of  Men  of  the  fame  wicked  Principles 
with  Thofe,  who  made  themfelves  drunk  with  the  Blood  of 
Her  Royal  Grandfather  :  That  She  may  have  a  much  Longer, 
much  Quieter,  and  much  Happier  Reign,  over  Loving  and 
Obedient  Subje&s;  and  that,  without  treading  any  of  the 
fame  Wcarifome  Steps,  which  He  did,  She  may,  at  laft,  ar- 
rive at  thofe  happy  Manfions  of  Blifs,  where  His  Righteous 
Soul  livcth  and  dwcllcth  amongft  the  Glorious  Saints  and 
Martyrs  of  God  in  Hcnvcn. 

'  FINIS. 


